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Ou have ſo well begun this Seſſion of 
Parliament, with Reſolutions to pre- 
ſerve his Majeſty, the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and Government, and to Search to the 
bottom, the Plot lately laid, to overthrow all 
that the Friends to England, and the Prote- 
ſtant Cauſe, rejoyce all over Exrope, and 
the Enemies of both diſpair of accompliſhing 
their evill purpoſes, which only the expecta- 
tion of Diviſions amongſt us gave chem hopes 


to effect. 


The Addreſle of both Hofiles and his Maje- 
ſties ready Condeſcention for Encouragernent 
of further diſcoveries. will queſtioaleſle have 
the defired end, and lay open new. Milte- 
ries of Iniquiry, which hitherto have been 
hidden and concealed in darkneſs. 


But one thing I. will requelt this -grea” 
Aſlembly ro remember , that when Lucifer 
tell 


2 


fell from Heaven, he drew the Third part of 
the Starrs along with him ; And whocan 
imagine that the Pope, the Earthly Lucifer, 
and his Train will tufter here a Total Extir- 
pation, without vigorous attempts of like 
nature ? I think it not Impoſlible, that the 
Kings Proclamation, how well ſoever it was 
drawn and deſigned, may be ſo managed 
by them, asto afford them a fair opportuniry 


of doing miſchief. 


It is but Lately they endeavoured to. place 
their own 'Vizors upon others faces, of which 
pratiſe none of this Houle , nor ſcarce 
any Intelligent Man in England, can have 
been ignorant , or ſo loon have forgot- 
ren. 


The Plot pur upon the Proteſtants, under 
the AY CharaQter of Presbyterians 
was t0O Faced to gain the belief which 


they vainly hoped and expeRted. 


But what if they ſhould turn the Dice, 
and make ſome of you, who are Proteſtants, 
appear as if you. were Papiſts ? though the Plor 
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will not be bclieved againſt you as Prote- 
ſtants, Yer as Papiſts it will eaſily be be- 
lieved if it be Sworn to by Perſons who have 
been of the fame profeſſion ? and ſuch per- 
ſons it is probable may be ſent in by them 
on pretence of new Converts and freſh Dil- 
coverers. In ſnch a Calc as this, I would 
fain know, which way it is poſſible for you 
fo accuſed to be Safe. There is juſt Cauſe ro 
fear your Innocency will not be able to pro- 
rect you; for your beſt Friends will become 
your bittereſt Enemies, when once ( beſides 
Treaſon againſt the King and the Govern» 
ment ) you ſhall have che Brand of Popery, 
that Mark of the Beaſt, fixed on you. 


Nay, who knows, bur ſome fuch new 
Diſcoverers, may accuſe the King himſelf 
to his People, as well as the Pevple to the 
King, -orto the Partiament'? and endeavour 
the opening of ſuch a breach, as can never 
be ſtopp'd without horrible Contuſion and 
Deſtruction ? 


And although ic wonld'be the higheſt Non- 
ſence in the World, ro imagine the King 
conſenting to a Conſpiracy againſt his - 
Li 
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Life, .and the higheſt "Treaſon as well as 
nonſence to tax his Majeſty with deſigns of 
overturning the Government, wherein he is 
ſafe, and whereof he is Supreme ; ar the coſt 
of the Lives of his beſt Subjefts ; to introduce 
another kind of Goyernment and Religion, 
wherein he can neither be Satenor Supreme, 
nor have his own Subjects at his Command, 
any longer then it ſhall pleaſe a Forreign and 
an. Arbitrary Power. 


Yer what Nonlence will nor down with 
them whole, Religion is compoled of | lictte 
elſe 2 who teach and embrace an; impoſlible 
piece of Nonlence as the moſt exalted part of 
their Devorion ? And what "Treaſon will thoſe 
men decline who account all Kings Uſurpers 
whom: they have pronounced Heritical ? and 
ſo the Act of deſtroying them at any rate, is 
no. langer "Treaſon, but a Zealous, Rehgians, 
and, Meritorious Duty, 'for which they are.con- 
dent to:be rewarded with happy Manſions in 


Heaven. 


Suey menz amongſt. us, whole ' ayawed 
Pringples, or. Practiles, are | Deſtructive to $0- 
ciety., and Government, our Eſtabliſhed Go-- 
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vernment : ( whether they Privately ſwear to 
a Catholique League ; or publickly declare for 
a Scotch Covenant o ht by no means to be 
chdured, bur Suppreſs'd, or rather rooted our 
yer in the wbbiag up thele ill weeds, great 
care ſhould be taken, that the render Corn r6- 
ceiveno prejudice. 


There is nothing reſtrains men who are ill 
inclined, from purring into Action their evill 
Intentions, bur fear of Puniſhment, cithet 
Here or Hereatrer. 


Suppole now, any Jeſuit- or Pricſt, or any 
& their, or other, blind and zealous Votaries, 
or any Hackney Rogues provided by them, 
( fo as they be not publickly known ) ſhould 
be ſecured ren thouſand pound, or other great 
Rew ard, ro Swear Popery, and High Treaſorr 
againſt any of the Lords or Commons, ( whom 
they think ficteſt to point out for Deſtrudtion } 
and come in, -as new Diſcoverers, and {wear 
poſitively upon I ryals, in open Court, accot- 
ding to the Laws of this Land : If ſuch Dif- 
coverers ſhould happen to be derefted of Per- 


jury at the Tryal, they know the utmoſt of 
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their puniſhment extends not to Life; butif 
they be! not detected, the Partyes fo accuſed, 
forfeit at once their Lives and Reputation, 
their. Children or next Kindred loſe the Eſtate; 
and beſides, there is intailed, on the Names 
and Families, of ſuch Unfortunare Perſons, 
a laſting, a perpetual Mark of Shame and In- 


amy. 


Pillory, and Fine, and Impriſonment, are 
fmall pains, for this more then barbarous Way 
of Murdering men, and beggering as well as 
blaſting whole Families. 


They who have loſt their cars once in the 
Pillory, have no more to loſe, and diſgrace 
rouches not where all care of credit is baniſh'd, 
and native modeſty has given place to Inſolence 
- and Impudence ir lelt; A tew rotten eggs, 
and turneps, and dirt, are the only puniſh- 
ment they are liable to ſuffer, and that never 
more- then three times repeated, and two 
hours a time at the moſt. 


The Fine is never due, ſolong as the Of- 
fenders ſtay in Priſon, and if they have mo- 


ney, 
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ney, they may live as plentifully in Priſon as 
outof ir. The Company is ſuch, as lewd per- 
ſons are likely to be beſt pleaſed with, and 10 
a Priſon cannot be any puniſhment at at}, 
«where the Priſoners live in plenty and plea- 
{ane Society. 


As for the puniſhment hereafrer ; it the Pe-- 
jurers be common Rogues, and Vill:i1s, the:r 
Conſciences, as well as their hands, are (22+ 
red with a hot Iron; and they never trouw- 
ble their heads, with things which ſcem to far 
off as Eternity. If Bigotted Papiſts, they are 
ſo far from fearing puniſhment, that they expect 
Rewards for ſuch meritorious Service ;' and 
ſo theſe two forts of perions, make no dith- 
culry of ſwearing any thing, which carries a- 
long with it the Face of a probability ; 2nd rhe 
aſlurance of a preſent, or hopes of a future Ad- 
vantage. 


Thus then, it appearing, tharwhere Cor. 
ſcience of Oaths binds nor ar all, the fer of 
furure Puniſhmene is nothing, ant while rhe 
puniſhmeac-here, of ywittfull Perjury in Caoi- 
tal Cales, is ſo diſproportiondble ro the grear- 
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nelſ>- of the Crime, 1 appeal! ro your' ſelves, 
whether you can believe your elves (ate any 
longer then your mortal Enemies are withng 
to Jet you be {o, 


Our- Laws are defective, in the ' pointe of 
puniſhing Perjury ; and the Lives of Honeſt 
Men are too flenderly-guarded againt ir,” ( if 
they be guarded at all ), lying expaſcd co che 
Rapine or Revenge of any two. Rogues | of 
Villains , who have wicked War enough to 
make a Combination,. and to lay their Eyes 
cloſe together. 


| ſpeak this in relation only to the future; 
for let them be never ſo Honeſt Men, who 
are come in already, yet if a Door be (et 6- 
pen; it may let in another ſorr of men among 
them. 


Therefore as you value the Preſervation of 
the King,. and the Government, andthe Pro- 
reſtane Religion ,. As you valoe your 0wn 
Lives, andthe Conſervation of: your Faini- 
lies, and the Perpetuating your Good Names 
and Fames to Poſterity ; If you would be 
Eſteemed 
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Eſteemed through the Chriſtian World ( as 
doubtleſſe you deferve) a Wile, Juſt, and a 
Loyall Parliament, let me beſeech you to find 
out a preſent Way, to prevent willtull Per- 
jury in Capirall Caſes ; and to take care, + 
it be puniſh' d, in fuch an exquiſtr manner 
the greatneſs of the Occalion, and the wy 
nouſneſſe of the Offence does delerve. Orher- 
wile you are never likely ro know, who are re- 
all Travtors, nor how ſoon ſome of you thar 
are Innocent, may be brought into the num- 
ber. Ipray God Almighty bleſs his Maieſts 
with long Lite, and bleſs your P roccedings 
with as much Succels 2s you defire; the ſame 
tending allways to the » Clank of God. and rhe 
laſting Peacc, and Proſperity ot the Ning and 
his Kingdomes. 
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| Poſiſcript, March r5. 1687, 


His Paper was Prepared in Nowember 
laſt, and Intended then to be Prefent- 
ed to the Speaker of the Honourable Houle 
| of Commons, but having flipp'd That Oc- 

cafhon, I have Now Expos'd it to the Pub- 
lique, as a Seaſonable Diſcharge of my Con- 


ſcience and Duty. 
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